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Respect in the neighbourhood
Why neighbourliness matters
Edited by Kevin Harris

What happens if people stop recognising and
talking to their neighbours? Why is a nod
across the street or a comment about the

weather such an essential ingredient in
contemporary citizenship?

Respect for others starts right outside the
front door – in the neighbourhood.

If people stop being civil to one another in the places where they live, it’s hardly surprising if
there is a perceived crisis of respect in the wider society.

This book argues that increases in uncivil behaviour are profoundly related to our neglect of
the practise of neighbouring. Neighbourliness matters.

Using recent research and examining recent policy, supported by broad community
development experience and a detailed grasp of the literature, the authors illustrate the
complexity and subtlety of neighbouring relationships and their importance for civil renewal.
They show the need to understand the fear of retaliation and reluctance to intervene in
instances of incivility or disorder; the significance of street design and layout; the potential of
incentives and rewards for ‘good neighbouring;’ and the powerful impact of racism and other
forms of exclusion. The book ranges from a specific case study in a cul-de-sac, to a broad-
ranging review of policy and experience in the UK, the Netherlands and Flanders.

Respect in the neighbourhood explores the meaning of respect and the importance of
neighbourliness, stressing that a healthy society depends heavily on informal social interaction
at local level. It argues that a crisis in civil relations cannot be resolved by government edict,
but requires focussing on the local conditions in which people live their everyday lives.

Respect in the neighbourhood is a rallying call for activists and practitioners working at
neighbourhood level, on issues to do with community safety, families, young people,
intergenerational projects, anti-social behaviour, regeneration, planning, housing, community
development, criminal justice and neighbourhood governance. It seeks to attract the attention
of policy makers at local, regional and national level to address a crucial unexamined issue of
contemporary social policy.
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